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Right now, God is calling us to let Him act through new 
forms, continuous with the old, as we human beings across 
the globe enter our strange new age. 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith: Towards a World Theology 
(published 1981, concluding sentence)  



Chapter 1 

Let us begin here, with Leonardo da Vinci’s portrayal of 
Jesus as World Saviour (Salvator Mundi).  

As at the time of writing, November 2018, wikipedia had 
this to say about this painting: 

It was sold at auction by Christie's in New York to Prince Badr 
bin Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Farhan on behalf of the Abu 
Dhabi Department of Culture & Tourism on 15 November 
2017, for $450.3 million, setting a new record for most 
expensive painting ever sold. The painting is to be on display 
at the Louvre Abu Dhabi but no date has been fixed for its 
unveiling. 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvator_Mundi_(Leonardo)) 

If Jesus is to save this world - and heaven knows it does 
need saving - then the icon of this redemption currently lies 
in the Islamic world.  

Because this painting lies under a cloud of uncertainty as to 
its veritable attribution and therefore “real” worth, it also 
presents as a possible fake, not worth what was paid for it. 
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In any case, no one in the Christian world was prepared to 
outbid the prince from the United Arab Emirates. 

For our purposes here, we simply need to note two things: 
the gesture of benediction of Jesus’ right hand and the semi-
transparent globe held in his left hand. We will be adopting 
a globe of this sort in our proposed New World Theology. 

Jesus’ dual nature as man and God may be suggested by the 
two curled fingers of the benediction. The trinity (God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is represented twice: once in 
the three raised digits of the benediction, and again in the 
three bright dots on the sphere. 

However, those three bright dots are seemingly expanded to 
four in the bright fingertips of Jesus’ left hand with the 
thumb suggesting a unity arising out of the three and the 
four.  

These are common numerical motifs in myths and fairy 
tales and they are nicely summed up in this alchemical 
saying attributed to Maria Prophetissima: 

One becomes two, two becomes three, and out of the third 
comes the one as the fourth. 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_the_Jewess) 

To sum up then, we have: 

1. This is a portrait of a single person, the World Saviour. 
2. He has a dual nature as both human and divine. 
3. He is one component of a trinity. 
4. There is a mysterious fourth in the mix. 
5. Which brings us back to a “higher” unity. 

This is also expressed numerologically thus: 

1 + 2 + 3 +4 = 10 

Carl Jung, who studied alchemy and similar mysticisms 
very closely, was convinced that the mysterious fourth 
element in the mix was “the feminine”. Not exactly the 
female of the species homo sapiens, but something more 
cosmic or divine that found its form there, much as “God 
the Father” could be incarnated as “God the Son”. 

It’s time now for an excursion into Zen Buddhism as this 
may be a good place to begin to make sense of the semi-
transparent sphere that Jesus holds in his left hand. 
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