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Revelatory Writing
Revelatory writing is a special style characterised by at least some elements of prose poetry and 
seeming to issue forth from a divine authority. It is common among humanity's "sacred texts" but it 
is not confined to that genre. 

See Internet Sacred Text Archive for a wide sampling. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Sacred_Text_Archive 

A sacred text need not be strictly canonical (deemed authoritative by a committee of priests). A 
good example is the Gospel of Thomas which was discovered in 1945 but has, by now, achieved a 
status that is quite close to being canonical. It is a puzzling but fascinating read. 

Many "sacred texts" have been called "classical" because they are highly regarded but not delivered 
in a sacred tone or used as a part of any religious rite or liturgy. Examples are the works of Plato, 
Virgil or Sophocles. Closer to our time are the works of Shakespeare or the Brothers Grimm. 

Some sacred texts have been described as "philosophical" (such as the Tao Te Ching) and some 
works of "mainstream" philosophy have achieved "sacred text" status without being necessarily 
revelatory in tone. For example, most of Whitehead's Process and Reality is highly technical and 
excruciatingly boring. 

Some of Isaac Newton's alchemical and theological works are classified as "sacred" but I would also 
include his Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica, even though it is usually classified as 
pure science. This is because I associate both truth and creative genius with divinity and consider 
this book to reflect both in abundance. I have to admit, though, that it's not an inspiring text to 
read based on any literary or poetic merit. 

A more obvious form of more recent revelatory writing was exhibited by William Blake 
(1757-1827): 
If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would appear to man as it is: infinite. 



Mid-century, we see Walden, a greatly beloved work by the transcendentalist writer, Henry David 
Thoreau. 

Later in that century we encounter the "existential" philosophers, Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich 
Nietzsche, both using a revelatory style in their writings. 

In the first half of the 20th century, quite a few examples turned up: 

Carl Jung - Septem Sermones (1916) 
Harken: I begin with nothingness. Nothingness is the same as fullness. In infinity full is no better 
than empty. Nothingness is both empty and full. 

Kahlil Gibran - The Madman (1918) 
Here I sit between my brother the mountain and my sister the sea. We three are one in loneliness, 
and the love that binds us together is deep and strong and strange. 

Martin Buber - I and Thou (1923-37) 
In the beginning is relation. 

Nikos Kazantzakis - Spiritual Exercises (1927-44) 
Earth rises up in your brains and sees her entire body for the first time. 

Alfred North Whitehead - Process and Reality (1929) 
It is as true to say that God creates the World, as that the World creates God. 

In the second half of the 20th century, there was a blossoming of somewhat anarchic New Age 
writing and this was also evident in more classically styled literary writing. Elements of revelatory 
writing are evident in authors like Hermann Hesse, Jack Kerouac, Robert M. Pirsig, Carlos 
Castaneda, M. Scott Peck, Primo Levi, Umberto Eco and many others. 

Today, following the shock of the religiously motivated sep11 attacks on the US, a New Atheism has 
arisen and a rejection of New Age naivety has emerged. 

Where can we turn today for texts that can nourish the soul and engage our spirituality? 

Surely, we can turn to any of these texts, whether in the canon or outside, whether ancient or 
recent, whether philosophical or literary in style. Any of these are useful to examine and to share. 

I like to think of them as making up a huge library of world scripture. 

I would like to invite PhiloSophia members to engage in these together, to try to extract the wisdom 
there that can help us find meaning in our lives today. 

I'm proposing a monthly discussion of these revelatory writings, slotting this into the 4th Sunday of 
the month, in order to balance out the focus on science through the lectures and writings of Harari 
and others like him which we plan to conduct on the second Sunday of each month. 

If you would like to do this, do lodge an rsvp as an indicator of interest and maybe also suggest a 
favourite text that you'd like to examine and discuss. (Plato will definitely be on the agenda.) 

Thank you! 

Your organiser, Anne 
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